
 

   

September In Touch with Grace 

  

Dear friends and family of Grace, 

Each week this summer we have heard the   

following verse as our benediction: 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” Romans 15:13 

At the beginning of summer, we were able to 

resume more normal activities and gather once 

again with others, go to restaurants, set aside 

our masks, and move towards a sense of 

greater well - being. Now, as we enter fall, we 

find COVID Variants on the rise and that we 

need to consider wearing our masks and      

returning to carefully choosing our actions.  

At Grace, we continue to diligently maintain as 

safe an environment as possible. We have    

installed a bionic ionization system to filter 

the air in our building, we have spaced our 

pews usage, hand sanitizer and masks        

available. Based on the worship survey, our 

Reopening Task Force has recommended that 

we return to worship in the sanctuary. Groups 

are also allowed to meet once again. We will do 

what we can to return to a sense of normalcy.  

The God of hope that we trust is with us. May 

you sense God’s peace in your daily lives as we 

continue to practice safety measures and care 

for one another by wearing masks and keeping 

a safe distance from each other. We will    

introduce steps one by one to regain our     

regular practices. Please keep in mind that 

things may change as the variants run their 

course. Through it all, we remain faithful. We 

continue to worship. We will serve through our 

ministries. We will carry out our mission that 

God has given us. We will faithfully support 

our church. Most importantly, we remember 

that God is faithful.  

With trust in the triune God who gives us 

hope, faith and joy, 

Pastor Karen     
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Announcements 

Worship news! Beginning Sunday, September 12, Grace will offer the following worship 

experiences: 

Sanctuary worship at 9:30 a.m. 

S. Tower Room livestream worship for those with young children 

Livestream worship which will also be recorded for later viewing 

Audio phone system for those without internet to call a local number and listen 

to the worship service 

Thank you to the many volunteers and staff who provided outdoor parking lot worship 

once again this spring and summer. You made a huge difference in our worship. Well done, 

good and faithful servants! 

Confirmation Sunday will be held on September 26 during our 9:30 a.m. worship service. 

We celebrate with and pray God’s blessings on the following students: Carly Kinney, Luke 

Runquist, Raiha Stohrbakken, and Elijah Taylor.  

Confirmation classes will be held one Sunday each month this school year during our    

Education Hour beginning Sunday, September 19, at 11:00. We will also be partnering with 

our St. Paul Area ELCA congregations for a monthly ‘Deep Dive’ into afternoon lessons as 

a large group. We pray for each of our students as they grow into a deeper faith         

relationship with our Lord. 

Welcome to our shared pastoral intern, Per Halaas! Per will preach on Sunday,       

September 5, at 9:30 a.m. during our last parking lot worship service of this summer. We 

enjoyed getting to know him at Coffee and Conversation on the morning of August 25. 

This is a unique internship. It will be one fulltime year through next August. We are 

sharing the experience with our neighboring congregations at Arlington Hills, Hope, and 

Our Redeemer. This experiment means that Per will not be with us each week but will ro-

tate between the four congregations. Pastor Karsten Nelson at Our Redeemer will serve 

as the primary supervising pastor. Each of our congregations has offered one or two per-

sons to serve on the internship support committee. Please help Per to feel at home as we 

begin our year together of shared ministry education.    
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From the Intern’s Desk - 

Greetings Eastside Collaborators! 

I’ll be perfectly frank with you—I really don’t like writing about myself.  I don’t know why this is 

such an issue with me, but whenever I am asked to do something like this, I can never seem to get a han-

dle on what to say or where to begin.  So, as I was preparing to write this little note of introduction to 

you all, I sought advice from two of the most compelling, entertaining, and brutally honest truth-tellers I 

know: my kids.   

Here’s how our little chat played out: 

Me: Hey kiddos, I have to write a little something to introduce myself to the congregations 

that I’m going to be working and learning with over the next year and I’m having a little bit 

of a hard time thinking of what I should tell them about me. Is there anything you would 

like them to know about your Dad-dad? What do you think I should tell them about me? 

Bror (5 ½): Well, first you have to tell them that your name is Per. 

Loanna (3): Yeah. Per. Like the fruit. 

Me:  Okay.  But then what? 

Bror:   That you are silly. 

Loanna: You are very silly. 

Me:  (chuckling) That’s true. I am silly. What else? 

Bror:  That you take care of people. 

Me:  Huh. 

Loanna: And you love us. 

Bror:  Yes. That you love us. 

Me:   That’s true. I love you very much. 

Bror:  (after a pause) And you are silly. 

Loanna: Very silly. 

 In that brief little chat, they offered me the framework I needed to get this introduction right.  

So, taking their lead, here’s my attempt at an introduction: 

First and foremost, my name is Per Halaas.  My first name (a Norwegian variation of “Peter”) is 

pronounced just like the fruit—pear.  And my last name (also Norwegian) rhymes with palace. 

Secondly, I am silly.  I believe whole heartedly in the power of playfulness.  I never miss an oppor-

tunity to goof around, to laugh.  I take very seriously the words of Jesus in Matthew 18:1-5 when he tells 

his disciples that they are to become like children.  I honestly and earnestly seek to find the fun in every 

facet of life. 

Third, I do take care of people.  I come by this work honestly.  I come from a family full of those 

who have made careers out of caring for others—health care professionals, social workers, teachers, 

homemakers, and a handful of pastors.  Prior to finally saying “yes” to God’s call to the ministry, I worked 

in education for many years.  I found great fulfilment and joy working with every age from toddlers to 

teenagers.  And, for the last few years as I’ve been studying at Luther Seminary, I have had the great 

pleasure to be a stay-at-home parent for my brilliant and beautiful kids. 

And finally, yes—I do love my kids.  Every day they show me the true meaning of the life-giving 

and liberating power of love—the very same love that God calls us into.  I can think of no other way to 

bring out the best versions of ourselves than to love and be loved.  And, as you will soon see, my kids are a 

virtual love parade. 
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 I’m excited for you to meet them!  And I’m excited to meet you!   

This will no doubt be a season of great change in our household as I begin this journey with you 

all, my son Bror begins kindergarten, my wife Emily returns to her work on the stage (don’t miss her in 

Annie at the Children’s Theater Company in Minneapolis this holiday season!), and our daughter Loanna 

continues to outpace us all in her growth and development!   

What changes lay ahead for you?  What is God up to in your lives?  How has love freed you to be 

the best “you” you can be? What is the silliest thing you can think of doing right now? Did you do it? Right 

now? 

I can’t wait to find out. 

Your silly, caring, love-filled friend in Christ, 

 

Per (like the fruit) 

  

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   SEPTEMBER MISSION OF THE MONTH   

The Mission of the month for September at Grace Lutheran Church is Face to Face.  

Face to Face is empowering young people experiencing homelessness by providing them 

with the critical support services they need. 

Face to Face focuses on young people 11-24 years old.  They serve an average of 3,000 

youth each year.  They started serving the community in 1972. 

Face to Face is the only organization in Ramsey County providing the array of services 

that youth need.  3,000 youth rely on Face to Face for food, clothing, medical care, 

counseling, and much more each year.  Face to Face relies on financial support from the 

community and values the time of their volunteers. 

Please prayerfully consider making a donation to this organization serving our local 

young people during some of the most difficult times of their young lives showing them 

that they matter and are valued.  Please use your blue multi-purpose envelope, mark mis-

sion of the month and place in the offering plate on Sunday morning or mail into the 

church office.  Checks should be made payable to Grace.  Thank you.  
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 Music Notes: 

This article is being written during a prolonged drought, watering the last of the tomatoes  

every other day, watching the lawn become crisper. How about some hymns that also deal 

with harvesting the crops, but on a more positive note? What do you do while you’re           

recovering from being sick? The poet Matthius Claudius wrote poems which included one 17 

verses long. Fortunately it has been widdled down to 3 in our hymnal, beginning with what 

was his 3
rd

 verse.  

We plow the fields and scatter the good seed on the land, 

 But it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand, 

 Who sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain, 

The breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain. 

Based on Psalm 144, this text can also be found in a more contemporary version in the      

musical Godspell. 

 Another hymn that we sing every Thanksgiving is “Come Ye Thankful People, Come”. 

Henry Alford draws the image that we are the harvest. 

 All the world is God’s own field, fruit unto his praise to yield; 

 Wheat and tares together sown, unto joy or sorrow grown. 

 First the blade and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear, 

 Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be. 

  Some say that in the C.S.Lewis book, “The Magician’s Nephew” the cabby who begins sing-

ing the only hymn he can remember, is definitely singing this one. The quotes are directly 

from this hymn.  

 One final hymn to highlight uses a tune that can be associated with several texts. Al-

bert Bayly, the writer of the words to “Praise and Thanksgiving”, decided to write hymns con-

cerning social issues way back in 1945. “Sowing or tilling, we would work with you” along with 

“ Father providing food for your children” Bayly brought theological layers to earthly refer-

ences. Trivia: He was granted an honorary fellowship at Westminster Choir College in Prince-

ton, New Jersey where I spent several summers studying. 

 Many more hymns could be mentioned here, including “Bringing in the Sheaves”, but 

for now, all we can do is pray for some heat relief and more rain to save what is left of our 

lawn. 

 

Grace Book Club schedule - 

 To discuss on September 2nd - "A Libertarian Walked Into a Bear" - by Matthew    
Hongoltz-Hetling           

 To discuss on October 7th - "The Vanishing Half" - by Brit Bennett 



 

   

   FROM THE LIBRARY:  

 The pandemic has not removed people’s love of reading books. Therefore, thank you for 

book donations to Grace!                  

Bibles seem to be the primary draw for people using the free library on Old Hudson 

Road, although books of all topics are read.                

The books listed this month are primarily from Ron and Char House, some other donors, 

& some purchased books. 

FICTION 

The President is Missiong   James Patterson & Bill Clinton 

Unsheltered     Barbara Kingsolver 

The Sound of One Hand Clapping Richard Flanagan 

The German Girl    Lucas Correa 

Mrs. Everything    Jennifer Weider 

The Witch Elm    Tanya Franco 

One By One     Ruth Ware 

Things in Jars   Jeff Kido 

The Family Upstairs  Lisa Jewell 

The Only Good Indians  Stephen Graham Jones 

The Great Alone   Kristin Hannah 

Little Fires Everywhere  Celeste Ng 
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President’s Report 

September 2021 
 
September is normally the time when we gear up for fall with school, Sunday School,         
activities, harvest, and getting back together. But “normal” has been changed for all of us.  
We are still under the cloud of uncertainty with the Covid Epidemic.  The church continues to 
work on the issues important to supporting our worship, ministries, and serving. 

The Reopening Task Force is recommending that Grace will open to sanctuary worship 
starting September 12th.  This recommendations is supported by the Worship & Music 
Committee. Parking lot services will stop at that time. A new phone ministry is  being 
explored to allow people to call into the service by phone. 

Enlighten Academy.  We have signed a new lease agreement with Enlighten Academy.  
It includes a transition agreement for the 2021-22 time prior to school starting fall 
2022.   

Enlighten has started the remodeling Phase I.  They are painting and cleaning the carpets.  
Phase II will be moving cabinets out of spaces and installing two windows.  Monique 
and Jim Dike are working closely with the contractor.  Work will be completed by the 
end of September. This will provide our Sunday School with fresh paint and cleaning.  
Thanks to all who helped move items from the rooms in the basement. 

Council Planning Retreat.  The September 18th Saturday Retreat will include the     
September Council meeting.  We will meet to discuss the planning issues for 2021-22. 

St. Paul Area Synod Planting Hope Campaign.  In September, the Council will review 
a video provided by the St. Paul Area Synod on the launch of a capital campaign,   
Planting Hope. We are asked to participate in this synod campaign and we’ll need to 
select a contact person to represent Grace at Synod training sessions. 

“The Planting Hope campaign expresses our confidence that God is at work in the 110 
congregations and mission starts of the synod and God is at work in the East Metro of 
the Twin Cities, the territory served by the Saint Paul Area Synod. This three-year  
campaign offers an opportunity to contribute to the collective involvement of 120,000 
Lutherans of this synod in four activity areas.  

They include: 
> Invite neighbors into life in Christ; 
> Renew the congregations of the synod; 
> Raise up the next generations of leaders; 
> Invest in a transformative project on the East Side of St. Paul with other community 
partners.” You can read more about this. 

https://spas-elca.org/planting-hope/ 

https://spas-elca.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/02585-Prospectus-WEB-7-14-20.pdf 
 
Please pray for the Council and church leaders. 
 
Linda Baer, Council President 
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    Community Connections  - ongoing projects!!  

          Internal, Local and Global 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  

   

Mission 2021 Lutheran World Relief 

Collections: 

Quilts, baby care kits (Note: soap size  

accepted for baby care kits is 3.5 and 

4 oz gentle soap; soap in each kit has 

to   total 8 or 9 oz);   

 Other on-going collections at Grace -   

used eye glasses and cancelled stamps.  

Please find the small collection baskets 

on the library shelf. Thank you! 
 

Miles of Pennies The large collection 

jar in  the library is always accepting 

donations toward helping the LSS fund 

which helps homeless Youth in St. Paul.  

Our goal is $200.00 for 2021. Thank 

you to everyone who participates in this  

important mission. Your generous       

donations of pennies and coins,  are   

appreciated. Let’s exceed our goal in 
 2021! 

While we are still not back to our usual 
pace, we have managed to move forward 
with a few projects.    
  

We are looking forward to going back to 
serving refreshments following Sunday 
worship beginning in October for those 
who are comfortable with it. Please    
consider signing up for a Sunday at some 
time in the future.  

 

We are planning to do a picnic on       
September 12th, Rally Day. Inside or   
outside will depend on the weather.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We intend to get back to assembling 

quilts for LWR again starting in the 

fall.  We are looking at Saturday at 10 

am for 2 -3 hours, once or twice a 

month, but let us know if you are       

interested in helping so we can set up 

the right time to include all who would 

like to help! Call the office or Linda 

Sackreiter at 612-747-7783 
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Financial Snapshot for GLC-2021     

   July Actual     YTD Actual  YTD Budget 

General Fund  $16,303.43   $181,474.54*  $185,427.06 

Expenses  $28,727.51   $171,073.61  $200,073.44 

   ___________ ___________ ___________ 

Deficit/Overage      - $12,424.08   $ 10,400.93  -$14,646.38 

            *YTD excludes Legacy Gift rec’d in January 2021 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We lift our prayers to God in times of thanksgiving and times of need, in times of joy and 
times of sorrow. Today, we especially pray for the Voss and Witzel families, Larry Gebhard, 
Carol Sprau, Maureen Duffy, and all those we name in our hearts. 

      

          
        Give QR

How to donate without an offering plate: 

There is always snail mail. The office is open to receive the mail and our bookkeeper will 
count what comes in each week and deposit it in the bank. Our address: 1730 Old    
Hudson Road, St. Paul, 55106. 

To donate electronically: You can schedule a transfer of funds with your own bank if they 
have bill pay available and it will come automatically on the date you choose. Otherwise, 
you can go to our website (www.gracelutheranstpaul.org) and click on the GIVE page. 
This site is secure for financial transactions through Vanco which is the Simply Giving 
program. At the GIVE page you can go through the steps as directed and give whatever 
amount you wish to several different categories (general, mortgage, etc.) This should  
now work on any browser. This does get to us electronically in a very timely manner. If 
you are comfortable using the QR, it will take you directly to the GIVE page on the    
website. Please call the office if you have any questions. Thank you. 
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1 Adeline Marquart   17 Barb Holtan 

2 Richard Doree   21 Deion Rose 

3 Dave Oberlander   24 Julie Ohs 

4 Chuck Kolars    27 Hailey Alleman 

5 Jim Dike     Sherri Gudmunson 

    Connie Smeby     Edward Shaffer (Ned) 

    Elijah Taylor 

7 Linda Baer 

    Mark Pearson 

8 Brad Hegge 

    Elliot Heinz 

9 Phyllis Hunter 

    Sam Wintheiser 

11 Christine Olson 

    Irma Raschke 

12 Jim Geister 

13 Norm Walby 

14 Dorothy Mohwinkel 

    Wayne Motz, Jr. 

15 Phyllis Acker 



 

   

Date     Liturgist  

5 Parking lot  9:30am  Linda Sackreiter     

12 Sanctuary 9:30am  Connie Smeby  

19 Sanctuary 9:30am  Jan Steingas 

26 Sanctuary 9:30am  Barb Holtan  

 

 

Date  Ushers 

5   Team D Norm Walby, Randy Nikula, Jonathan Williams, Josh Williams 

12  Team E  Jeff Oberlander, Anne Oberlander, John Klein, Peter Wickert   

19   Team F Peter Hultgren, Linda Denson, Rich Castle, Larry Denson 

26  Team G Brian Jackson, Gary Petersen, Patty Young, Chris & Kris Wintheiser 

 

 

September In Touch with Grace 

Worship Leaders for September- Worship will be online and in the 

parking lot on September 5th. Beginning on Sept. 12th we will be back 

in the Sanctuary at 9:30 am each Sunday and online. Stay tuned for 

any changes going forward. The online services will continue to be 

posted to the Facebook page and our website. 
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Grace Lutheran Church  

1730 Old Hudson Road 

Saint Paul, MN 55106 

 

 

 

Phone:  651-774-9617 

FAX: 651-774-0006 

www.gracelutheranstpaul.org 

gracelutheranstpaul@gmail.com 

 Pastor: 

Rev. Karen Williams 

Custodial Staff: 

Larry and Linda Denson 

Office Staff: 

Linda Sackreiter 

Music Staff: 

Kathleen Hollar—Organist 

Jan Steingas—Triple G’s 

Peter Zitzewitz—Bells of Grace 

Connie Smeby—Joyous Juniors 


