
 

   

August In Touch with Grace 

Dear family and friends, 

The book of Ecclesiastes tells us in chapter 4 that: 

“Two are better than one, because they have a 

good return for their labor:  If either of them 

falls down, one can help the other up. But pity   

anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. 

Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. 

But how can one keep warm alone? Though one may 

be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A 

cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” 

We have seen evidence of this just recently in our 

worship at Walton Park Sunday when we           

worshipped together with our neighboring          

congregations. A combined choir, several           

instrumentalists, shared pastoral leadership, and a 

large number of worshippers gathered to sing, 

pray, and join together in fellowship. The weather 

was lovely and there was plenty of shade to be 

found.  

It is so good to know that we have a church family 

beyond our own walls. Together with our neighbors, 

we have support, shared ministry, and a sense of 

common mission. As we move forward this month, 

we will welcome a shared pastoral intern who will 

unite our ministries in ways as yet unknown. We do 

know that God is in the midst of all we do, creating 

that threefold cord that is not easily broken. With 

God leading us, we have untold adventures ahead all 

for the good purposes God lays before us. We 

move forward in trust.  

Some things may look different. Our lower level 

will be remodeled and painted for the school   

partnership that is ahead. Our worship will return 

to the sanctuary with some adaptations to create a 

culture of caring for one another as we navigate 

the complex world of virus variants. 

Through all that we face, God is an ever present 

help and sometimes that comes through           

partnership with our neighboring churches. Our 

next combined worship service is the last Sunday 

of August, August 29th, at Lake Phalen Pavilion 

hosted by Arlington Hills Lutheran Church at 10 

a.m. Join us for a worship service and lunch with 

our family in Christ. It is good to be together with 

extended family as well as with our own at Grace. I 

look forward to seeing you in the weeks ahead.  

Enjoy these last days of summer with safety and 

joy as we savor the blessings God bestows to each 

of us. 

Blessings to each of you! 

Pastor Karen 
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Announcements 

 
A Church Garden Planning Meeting will be held on Thursday, August 19, at 6:30 p.m. If you are       
interested in this discussion, please let Pastor Karen know. 
 

Our youth have been focusing on caring for God’s creation this summer. We have toured gardens 

and learned about conservation through rain gardens, pollinator gardens, and raised be vegetable 

gardens. We have painted art work pinecones and rocks. You may find a rock or pinecone hidden 

around church as a special sign of joy. We heard about food ministry, a spoken word poet, and 

played mini-golf, and went on a Mississippi River boat ride to look for signs of erosion and healthy 

life, served with a park cleanup, and spent time with horses and water play, God’s creation is 

amazing! 
 
 

    

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of our staff, ushers, volunteers, musicians choir members, 
technical crew, and worship leaders for our Walton Park Worship and for all 
of the leadership throughout our parking lot worship. We are so blessed to 
have such talent among us! 
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This month, we welcome our shared pastoral intern, Per Halaas. Per will lead parking 

lot worship and preach on Sunday, Sept. 5, of Labor Day weekend. It will be a treat to 

welcome him to our congregation. We have worked out a schedule with our three partner 

churches: Arlington Hills, Hope, and Our Redeemer, to share this position. Per will be  

rotating between all of our congregations so we will not see him every Sunday at Grace. 

We will keep Per and his family in prayer and welcome them all into our fellowship with 

great joy! 

 

Travel is opening up! It is time to think about joining Pastor Karen and your church friends on a 
trip to Germany for the centuries old tradition of the Oberammergau Passion Play as well as other 
sites throughout Germany including WW II history, Lutheran locations and beautiful scenery, food, 
and music. There will be an informational meeting on Wednesday, August 18, at 6:30 p.m. in the S.   
Tower Room. Let Pastor Karen know if you have any questions! 

 

The end of this month we will again be serving as offsite parking for the Minnesota 

State Fair beginning on Thursday, August 26th thru Monday, September 6th. The hours 

will be  8 a.m. - Midnight M-Sat and 1 p.m.- Midnight on Sundays.  During the Red Cross 

blood drive on August 30th there will be parking spots reserved in the lower lot for    

donors and volunteers. 

 

 

 

  

        AUGUST MISSION OF THE MONTH   

Youth Link is the mission of the month for August at Grace Lutheran Church.  Youth Link is a 

nonprofit in downtown Minneapolis that helps young people between the ages of 16 and 23 on 

their journey from homeless to hopeful.  Young people of all backgrounds, races, genders, and 

orientation are welcome.  Youth Link is dedicated to helping stabilize and create better futures 

for its clients. 

On any given night in Minnesota 4,000 young people will experience homelessness.  For more than 

40 years Youth Link has helped connect young people with a community of resources and        

support.  Whether it's basic needs like a hot shower or a warm meal, assistance with              

employment or education goal, accessing mental and physical health resources or finding        

supportive housing.  Youth Link helps young people at all stages of their journey. 

Please prayerfully consider financially supporting this ministry.  Your gift really does 

change the trajectory of a young person's life.  Please use your blue multi-purpose envelope, 

mark mission of the month and place in the offering plate on Sunday morning or mail to the 

church office.  Checks should be made payable to Grace.  Thank you. 
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Music Notes: 

When we think of classical composers, we picture old European Caucasian gentlemen who 

have been dead for over one hundred years. We may recall a few Americans of the last century 

such as Aaron Copland and Leonard Bernstein, but rarely do we think of Afro-American classical 

composers. Unbeknownst to the majority of us, we sang a hymn arrangement by a gentleman who 

was instrumental in introducing the world to spirituals—Harry T. Burleigh. There is only one ar-

rangement of his in our hymnbook, “In Christ there is no east or west”, words written by anoth-

er fascinating man, John Oxenham, a pseudonym for William Dunkerley, an English poet.  If 

you’ve heard the spirituals “Deep River” or “Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen”, Burleigh is 

the one to thank for bringing them to light. 

Burleigh grew up in Erie, Pennsylvania. His grandfather, who also had a beautiful baritone 

voice,  had bought his freedom for $50. He was the one who taught his grandson the spirituals 

he would later pass on. Burleigh acquired a scholarship to the National Conservatory of Music at 

the age of 26, with the help of the composer Edward MacDowell’s mother, Frances MacDowell. 

He earned money cleaning for her and doing odd jobs, one of them being cleaning the halls of 

the conservatory. As he cleaned, he would sing, some of the spirituals that his grandfather had 

taught him. The director of the conservatory especially enjoyed his deep baritone voice and the 

songs he sang. That director was Antonin Dvorak, who later composed “The New World” Sym-

phony. He not only educated Dvorak in spirituals, but also helped copy the instrumental parts for 

him.  

Harry Thacker Burleigh toured the world, giving concerts throughout the United States, 

while also being New York’s St. George’s Episcopal Church’s baritone soloist for 52 years. It was 

a 50 year tradition for him to sing Faure’s “The Palms” on Palm Sunday. He died in 1949 from 

heart failure at the age of 82. More than 2000 attended his funeral. Trivia: Burleigh was one of 

the founding members of American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP). 

 

Grace Book Club schedule - 

There will be NO MEETING IN AUGUST by popular vote. 

To discuss on September 2nd - "A Libertarian Walked Into a Bear" - by Matthew Hongoltz-
Hetling 

To discuss on October 7th - "The Vanishing Half" - by Brit Bennett 

 

 

 

 



 

   Page 5     
August In Touch with Grace 

    FROM THE LIBRARY:  

The use of Bibles placed in the free library on Old Hudson Road is ongoing. Several      
donations have been made and placed in the free library and this is another request for     
additional donations of Bibles that you may not be using. Thank you for your gifts. 

Donations from the Atneosen ‘library’ -        
 The Sleeping Giant - Arousing Church Power in America Robert Hudnut 
 Revelation & the End of All Things    Craig Koester  
 If Life Were Fair, Horses Would Ride Half the Time  Ben Goode  
 1,000 Places To See Before You Die    Patricia Shultz 
 Just As I Am        Jane Graver  
 1976 Good New Bible         
 Contemporary Worship Services - The Holy Communion    
 Serendipity Student Bible         
 Glaim’s Castle New Testament Psalms and Proverbs     
 St. Andrew’s Castle, Cathedral & Historic Burgh      
 Scotland - Myths and Legends     Beryl Beare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

President’s Report 

 

Summer in Minnesota is wonderful!  Yes, sometimes too hot, or too dry.  But we wait    

patiently for the summer months.  July brought much needed rain to the state.  

We have been blessed to be with family this summer.  It’s great to be able to get        

together again.  We are also blessed to begin our worshipping together inside.  We are 

still meeting in the parking lot to provide choices for people.  The Reopening Task Force 

continues to monitor the progress the state and cities are making in Covid cases.  We are 

fortunate to have many vaccinated at this time. 

Staff have worked tirelessly on providing the worship and music for us and maintaining 

the building.  We are sad to see Russ Carlson leave as our Director of Sanctuary Choir.  

Grace has been blessed with his talent and dedication to wonderful music. We wish him 

Godspeed. 

As we reported in July, Enspire Academy Charter School has changed the name to       

Enlighten Academy Charter School: A Beacon for the East Side. Regrettably, due to the 

uncertainties of Covid, the school was not able to enroll enough students to open in fall 

2021.  They have been in conversations with Minnesota Department of Education and plan 

to continue to recruit this year and open in fall 2022.  They will be doing some       

renovation work in the Sunday School area during July and August.  This includes     

painting of the Sunday School rooms and hallway, carpet cleaning, installing a window  

facing the parking lot, and a window facing the hallway.  We will have a fresh look in our 

Sunday School rooms. 

 

Blessings. 

Linda Baer 
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Creation Care Events to watch for as we grow in God’s world this summer!  

Growing Green Hearts for Kids summer play dates 
Connect the Drops for Youth summer dates 
Wakáŋ Tipi  – lower Phalen Creek restoration project at Bruce Vento Sanctuary 
Garden Tours 
Rain garden development 
Garden Club at Grace 
Paddling on our waterways 
Boat tour on the Mississippi River 
Sacred Site tours 
So much more! Watch for announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had to get out the escape ramp for some squirrels that got themselves trapped in the 

Memorial garden this week!! (Note the board propped on the cross to the roof) 
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    Community Connections  - ongoing projects!!  

          Internal, Local and Global 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  

   

Mission 2021 Lutheran World Relief 

Collections: 

Quilts, baby care kits (Note: soap size  

accepted for baby care kits is 3.5 and 4 

oz gentle soap; soap in each kit has to   

total 8 or 9 oz);   

 Other on-going collections at Grace -   

used eye glasses and cancelled stamps.  

Please find the small collection baskets on 

the library shelf. Thank you! 

 

Miles of Pennies The large collection 

jar in  the library is always accepting 

donations toward helping the LSS fund 

which helps homeless Youth in St. Paul.  

Our goal is $200.00 for 2021. Thank 

you to everyone who participates in this  

important mission. Your generous       

donations of pennies and coins,  are   

appreciated. Let’s exceed our goal in 
 2021! 

While we are still not back to our usual 
pace, we have managed to move forward 
with a few projects.    
 Thank you to all who donated to 
our ‘School Tools’ drive this year. We will 
be delivering them to the InterFaith office 
on August 3rd for distribution to some 
low-income students in St. Paul. 

We are looking forward to going back to 
serving refreshments following Sunday 
worship beginning in September for those 
who are comfortable with it. Please    
consider signing up for a Sunday at some 
time in the future. We are planning to do 
a picnic on September 12th, Rally Day. 
Inside or outside will depend on the 
weather.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We intend to get back to assembling 

quilts for LWR again starting in the 

fall.  The timing of the gatherings will 

most likely change from the Wednes-

days of the past, but let us know if you 

are interested in helping so we can set 

up the right time to include all who 

would like to help! Call the office or 

Linda Sackreiter at 612-747-7783 
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Financial Snapshot for GLC-2021     

   June Actual     YTD Actual  YTD Budget 

General Fund  $42,876.67*   $165,171.11 * $158,937.48 

Expenses  $20,436.77   $142,346.10  $171,491.52 

   ___________ ___________ ___________ 

Deficit/Overage       $22,439.90   $ 22,825.01  -$12,554.04 

   * Actual includes          *YTD excludes Legacy Gift rec’d in January 2021 

   PPP income $28,025.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We lift our prayers to God in times of thanksgiving and times of need, in times of joy and 
times of sorrow. Today, we especially pray for Carol Sprau, Maureen Duffy, and all those we 
name in our hearts. 

      

          
        Give QR

How to donate without an offering plate: 

There is always snail mail. The office is open to receive the mail and our bookkeeper will 
count what comes in each week and deposit it in the bank. Our address: 1730 Old    
Hudson Road, St. Paul, 55106. 

To donate electronically: You can schedule a transfer of funds with your own bank if they 
have bill pay available and it will come automatically on the date you choose. Otherwise, 
you can go to our website (www.gracelutheranstpaul.org) and click on the GIVE page. 
This site is secure for financial transactions through Vanco which is the Simply Giving 
program. At the GIVE page you can go through the steps as directed and give whatever 
amount you wish to several different categories (general, mortgage, etc.) This should  
now work on any browser. This does get to us electronically in a very timely manner. If 
you are comfortable using the QR, it will take you directly to the GIVE page on the    
website. Please call the office if you have any questions. Thank you. 
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3 Jonathan Williams   24 Betty Castle 

5 Linda Denson     Jenna Engh 

    Cathy Geister     Larry Gebhard 

    Evan Taylor    26 Valerie Hultgren 

6 Jackson Geister 

    Geri Lindquist 

    Warren Loiler 

10 Raiha Storbakken 

11 Jeff Gorton 

    Lynn Kolars 

16 Randy Nikula 

17 Bob Golder 



 

   

Date     Liturgist  

1 Sanctuary 9:30am  Linda Sackreiter     

8 Parking lot 9:30am  Connie Smeby  

15 Parking lot 9:30am/Sanctuary 10:30am  Jan Steingas 

22 Parking lot 9:30am  Barb Holtan  

29    Outdoor worship at Phalen Park in 

   St. Paul - 1600 Phalen Dr.  Hosted by  

    Arlington Hills Lutheran 

 

Date  Ushers 

1   Team G - Brian Jackson, Gary Petersen, Chris Wintheiser, Patty Young, Christine  

   Wood 

8  Team H - Karin Nikula, Youth, Bob Golder     

15  Team A - Norm Walby, Ron House, Larry Carlson, Chris Williams, Roger McClure 

22  Team B - Rick Major, Julie Major, Karen Boehne-Warner 

29  Outdoor Worship with Eastside churches at Phalen Park in St. Paul 

 

Save the Date for our outdoor worship service at Phalen Park. We will gather on Sunday,    

August 29th, at 10:00 a.m. for a combined worship service with our Eastside partners at         

Arlington Hills, Hope, and Our Redeemer. Watch for more information in the bulletins and Grace 

at a Glance. How joyous to worship together in God's beautiful surroundings!                        

 Lake Phalen Pavilion - 1600 Phalen Dr.  St. Paul 

August In Touch with Grace 

Worship Leaders for August - Worship will be online and in the parking 

lot each week at 9:30 am except August 1st and in-person in the 

Sanctuary on the 1st Sunday at 9:30 am and 3rd Sunday at 10:30 am. 

Stay tuned for any changes going forward. The online services will 

continue to be posted to the Facebook page and our website. 
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Grace Lutheran Church  

1730 Old Hudson Road 

Saint Paul, MN 55106 

 

 

 

Phone:  651-774-9617 

FAX: 651-774-0006 

www.gracelutheranstpaul.org 

gracelutheranstpaul@gmail.com 

 Pastor: 

Rev. Karen Williams 

Custodial Staff: 

Larry and Linda Denson 

Office Staff: 

Linda Sackreiter 

Music Staff: 

Kathleen Hollar—Organist 

Jan Steingas—Triple G’s 

Peter Zitzewitz—Bells of Grace 

Connie Smeby—Joyous Juniors 


