
 

   

July In Touch with Grace 

Dear friends in Christ,                           

Summer is a time for traditions – favorite family 

trips, eating favorite foods, attending fairs and 

festivals. It is also a time for new adventures – 

going into the deep end of the water, visiting a 

place that is unfamiliar, and trying a new activity.  

So much of these traditions have been disrupted in 

the past months. Our emotions have been up and 

down. We have felt helpless, angry, frustrated, 

sad, losing patience, and more recently, we might 

be feeling hopeful. The Book of Psalms expresses 

all of these emotions and more as we move through 

those offered at Sunday worship. 

It may seem as if things are moving too slowly for 

some and yet, too quickly for others. Some may 

want to give up. Others are holding on. Through all 

of this, we need to come together as a church 

family and come together. We will get through this 

and return to more normal times. We will continue 

with parking lot worship at 9:30 a.m. through the 

summer with indoor worship on the first and third 

Sundays of July and August. Our committees have 

begun meeting in person and planning for Fall     

ministries as we return for Rally Day on            

September 12. Our campus has been spruced up 

and we have used this quiet pandemic time to    

create a strong foundation for ministry as well as 

to take care of some deferred maintenance.  

This summer, we are taking a tradition called   

Sunday Worship at Grace and trying something 

new. We will be meeting at Walton Park in Oakdale 

on the last Sunday of July, the 25th, at 10 a.m. 

Please note the time change Join your neighbors 

and friends for an outdoor worship experience 

with our neighboring Lutheran churches – Our   

Redeemer, Hope, and Arlington Hills. It will be a 

wonderful chance to visit face to face outdoors, to 

sing together, participate in communion, share  

worship with our friends and neighbors, and hear 

from the book of Psalms. Bring a lawn chair or 

blanket to sit on. Our Community Connections  

Committee will be serving Danish pastries and   

coffee.   

The Book of Psalms tell us that God will - and has - 

turned our sorrow into gladness, our mourning into 

dancing. That’s God’s love endures forever. That 

God’s faithfulness is great. So when we ask, How 

long, O Lord? We find the answers in our faith and 

trust that God will provide, taking our traditions, 

hopes, and dreams, shaping them into something 

new and wonderful. Hold fast to faith. God is with 

us!  

See you in worship, 

Pastor Karen 
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Announcements 

 
 

    

 
Rock painting with Summer Stretch in June! 

 

 

 

 

Summer Worship – Wisdom from the Book of Psalms 

 

 

Now that travel is opening up, you may be thinking of a trip next year. Our trip to the 
Passion Play in Germany has some space for more travelers and we would love to have you 
join our church group! The dates are July 29 - August 10, 2022, so plan to travel to Germany 
with Pastors Karen and Jan. We will have an informational meeting on August 18th in the 
Tower rooms.      Questions? Just ask! 

Our youth have been focusing on caring for God’s creation this summer. We have toured gardens 

and learned about conservation through rain gardens, pollinator gardens, and raised bed          

vegetable gardens. We have painted art work, pinecones and rocks. You may find a rock or      

pinecone hidden around church as a special sign of joy. We heard about food ministry, a spoken 

word poet, and played mini golf, and went on a Mississippi River boat ride to look for signs of  

erosion and healthy life, served with a park cleanup, and spent time with horses and water play. 

We will end our time with a tour of the water treatment plant and a paddle on the source of our 

metro watershed.  God’s creation is amazing! 

We have been exploring the Book of Psalms this summer in worship. All of the human experience is 
expressed within. We are also including our favorite hymns as well as a global song each week. We 
will continue our parking lot worship at 9:30 a.m. each     Sunday through Labor Day. Indoor worship 
is offered on first and third Sundays in July and August. Bring a lawn chair for outdoor worship, if you 
would like. We also offer online and live-stream worship at 9:30 a.m.  All services are identical and 
offer Holy Communion. Join us for a 30 minute worship service to start your week and connect with 
God and one another.  

Can’t make it to worship? Inside this newsletter, please find an order of worship for home church. 

Take it with you as you travel or use it anywhere you might be. Keep your faith connected to its 

source. God is with you wherever you are, hearing your prayers and worship. 
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Sandy Jackson and Patty Young spent some time on 

clean-up day dusting the pews in the Sanctuary before 

our first in-person worship service on June 6th. 

Thanks!! 

 

 

 

 

  

        JULY MISSION OF THE MONTH   

The Mission of the month for July is Merrick Food Shelf.  Merrick Community Services stands 

as one of the oldest non-profit agencies in Ramsey County, with a history of assisting individuals 

and families from poverty and become self-sufficient and stable.  The food shelf operates out 

of space at Gustavus Adolphus and serves our neighbors on the east side of St. Paul.  This past 

year over 600,000 pounds of food has come through the food shelf and 19,000 meals provided 

for Seniors in need. 

The need is always great but even more so at this time.  School is out for the summer and     

children who have been receiving breakfast and/or lunches at school (if in-house learning taking 

place) are now at home for 3 meals a day. 

Please prayerfully consider reaching out to our hungry neighbors with a generous donation 

to this vital ministry.  Please use your blue multi-purpose envelope, mark mission of the month 

and place in the offering on Sunday mornings or send to the church office.  Checks should be 

made payable to Grace.  Thank you. 

Lutheran Night at Target Field 

Monday, July 26 - 7:10 p.m. | Target Field, Minneapolis 

Join your fellow Lutherans in cheering on the Minnesota Twins against the Detroit Tigers! Lutheran 

Night at Target Field is great for congregations and youth groups! A variety of seating options are 

available with tickets ranging from $17 to $37. Click here to order individual tickets; for group 

reservations of 20 or more, contact Brian Bessler at 612-659-4083 

or brianbessler@twinsbaseball.com. Groups receive discounted tickets, a welcome message on the 

scoreboard and the opportunity to participate in the Lutheran Night National Anthem choir. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sh2sGooULAzxlgHrHOZkJ-4KZU_5XMtoF5tbiT7T1lHNhS6OatmmFhlXZehcE5vjmNbXkbhgsR_o2ts20MSTGZkGYbkVRRIjyAylgyIUsf1l-Vg2jvm8edN_n922QsR_Wx-4jQM7L60iFvWquDPkSg==&c=KozluMYoVcmcTwGIQT2J2_aUbVrTrKdzj-FXzuAhtFO3n7zkDK7sZw==&ch=7UnbIjqbXJM9
mailto:brianbessler@twinsbaseball.com
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Music Notes: 

You probably didn’t realize but just 3 and a half hours from here in the Wisconsin town 

of Thomasville a composer/musician who remains largely unknown except in the realm of 

church choral music, was born.  He helped revolutionize choral music, redefining acapella 

music, setting the stage for Christiansen at St. Olaf. Most of his acapella music was 

composed for his choir at Northwestern University. One of his most famous choral piec-

es can be found in every choral  library – “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”. Peter 

Lutkin was instrumental not only for his musical works but also for helping found The 

American Guild of Organists. Trivia: the music fraternity’s name, Pi Kappa Lambda, was 

formed honoring him, using the first letters of his name, Peter Christian Lutkin.  

Dear Grace Community,          

 It is with regret that I inform you that I have resigned my position as Director 

of the Sanctuary Choir effective July 31, 2021. I have enjoyed getting to know so many 

of you and being with all of you since August 2018. I am feeling called to move on for 

other opportunities as they may come to me.       

 Russ Carlson 

 

   FROM THE LIBRARY:  

Gifts to the library are varied, used and much appreciated. Thank you all! 

FICTION The Four Winds Kristin Hannah 

Donations from Nancy Shaffer’s ‘library’ -       
 The new No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency books by Alexander McCall Smith; 

 The Colors of all the Cattle         
 A Time of Love and Tartan         
 The Bertie Project          
 The House of Unexpected Sisters        
 To the Land of Long Lost Friends  

A Christmas Revelation  Anne Perry              
A Dog’s Journey   W. Bruce Cameron              
Miss Julia Raises the Roof  Ann B. Ross               
Miss Julia Know a Thing or Two Ann B. Ross               
An Irish Country Practice  Patrick Taylor                        
An Irish Country Cottage  Patrick Taylor 
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President’s Report 

 

We are all happy to be reopening so many places.  Our Reopening Task Force has been  
monitoring the key metrics for a safe and healthy return to worship in the sanctuary.  They 
continue to do a great job of supporting our worship community of caring.  There are still 
some among us who are not vaccinated.  We want to be sensitive to our children and others 
waiting for vaccination opportunities. 

The Church Council had several items to consider in June.  The major item included an      
Enspire Charter School Update.   

Enspire Academy learned that the name Enspire Academy was already in use so they were 
required to change their name. They decided on Enlighten Academy Charter School: A     
Beacon for the East Side. 

The Charter School was required to make a minimum enrollment threshold by June 10th.   
Unfortunately, they did not make the goal.  They believe that Covid slowed things down and 
parents weren’t comfortable moving their children during uncertain times.  The authorizer 
and Minnesota Department of Education agreed to allow them to work this year to recruit 
students for a start-up in fall 2022. 

We will continue to be in conversations about their plans for remodeling. They plan to       
develop a demo classroom so they would have a place parents could visit and see what    
students would be experiencing.  This would require painting and carpet cleaning in the    
Preschool Room.  We will be discussing a new version of the lease and any more detailed  
remodeling plans. 

Thanks to all who have worked hard on supporting this opportunity.  The Grace-Enspire 
Team includes John Klein who provided many hours of work on the lease details, Jeff Gorton, 
Monique McClure-Hegge, Jim Dike, Pastor Karen and me.  Donn Johnson provided            
considerable support as well.  A big thank you to staff that helped clean spaces for school use 
and to Pastor Karen for assisting the school during these past months. 

I wish you a safe and happy summer.  We look forward to a return to worshipping in the 
church.   

 

Blessings. 

Linda Baer 

 

 

 



 

   

GRACE CONTINUES TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

For almost 20 years generous members of Grace have sponsored students in    

Sierra Leone.  For ONLY $70.00 you may sponsor a child in Sierra Leone for the 
entire school year.  You will be providing hope for a brighter future and a better 

life for the students, their families, their country and the world.  Your donation 
provides tuition, books, uniforms and some school lunches.  These students will 

NOT be able to attend school without your financial support.  Education is an     
investment in their future and the world's.  Together, we are making a difference. 

Donations will be accepted June 1 - August 1.  If you have any  questions, please 
feel free to call Sue Atneosen 651-774-9114 or Carolyn Hesterberg 651-702-

1194.  Please fill out the form below and return with your check in the amount of 
$70.00 per student and put in the offering or mail to church office.  Please note 

that donations in ANY amount are accepted and appreciated.  Checks should be 
made payable to Grace. 

On behalf of the students in Sierra Leone and their families, please accept our 

heartfelt thanks. 

______________________________________________________ 

I (We) would like to sponsor ___ student(s) in Sierra Leone for the school year 

2021-2022.  Enclosed please find a check in the amount of $____ ($70.00 per 
student). 

I (We) would like to make a partial donation to support students in Sierra Leone 
in the amount of $____. 

Name _______________________________________ 

Envelope Number ______________________________ 
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Creation Care Events to watch for as we grow in God’s world this summer!  

Growing Green Hearts for Kids summer play dates 
Connect the Drops for Youth summer dates 
Wakáŋ Tipi  – lower Phalen Creek restoration project at Bruce Vento Sanctuary 
Garden Tours 
Rain garden development 
Garden Club at Grace 
Paddling on our waterways 
Boat tour on the Mississippi River 
Sacred Site tours 
So much more! Watch for announcements 

 

The Community Connections Committee will be collecting in July for the School Tools Drive 

organized by the InterFaith Action group in St. Paul. We will be available to take drop off 

donations on Sunday mornings outside the staff entrance before Parking lot worship and 

on the 25th at the Eastside outdoor worship at Walton Park.  

These ‘tools’ are donated in August to several St. Paul programs that benefit low-income    

families in St. Paul. This year there are 8 such Groups; Caroline Family Services,           

Community School of Excellence, Emma Norton Services, Hallie Q. Brown Community,   

Project Home, Department of Indian Work Emergency Services, Ramsey County Health 

Care for the Homeless, American Indian Magnet School.  

Supply List - All items should be new for Elementary, Middle and High school ages. 

 Backpacks  Markers  Rulers   Pencils  

 3-ring binders Erasers  Loose-leaf paper Pens  

 Calculators  Highlighters  Scissors  Gluesticks/bottles

 Spiral/composition  Pencil sharpeners Crayons  Folders 

 notebooks  Colored pencils Facial Tissue  Hand sanitizer

 reusable masks 

Thank you for your help for our less fortunate students! 

Page 7 June In Touch with Grace 



 

   
Page 8 July In Touch with Grace 

    Community Connections  - ongoing projects!!  

          Internal, Local and Global 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  

   

Mission 2020 Lutheran World Relief 

Collections: 

Quilts, baby care kits (Note: soap size  

accepted for baby care kits is 3.5 and 4 

oz gentle soap; soap in each kit has to   

total 8 or 9 oz); any size wrapped soap 
(which is a separate collection item from   

baby care kits).  Other on-going collec-

tions at Grace -   used eye glasses and 

cancelled stamps.  Please find the small       

collection baskets on the library shelf. 

Thank you! 

 

Miles of Pennies The large collection 

jar in  the library is always accepting 

donations toward helping the LSS fund 

which helps homeless Youth in St. Paul.  

Our goal is $200.00. for 2021 Thank 

you to everyone who participates in this  

important mission. Your generous       

donations of pennies and coins,  are   

appreciated. Let’s exceed our goal in 
 2021! 

The pandemic managed to play havoc with 
many plans and organizations. The Commu-
nity Connections Committee has been unable 
to do many things on the internal level as we 
were unable to gather together. That meant 
no Mardi Gras, no after worship fellowship, 
no Lenten Suppers after March, no Palm   
Sunday breakfast, no picnics last year. And in 
2021, we again are limited in what we can do  
for the time being. BUT… we are planning to 
do some outdoor refreshments for parking lot 
worship a couple times and for the Eastside 
worship at Walton Park on July 25th as well 
as a picnic on Rally Day, September 12th.  

  We are also helping InterFaith Action with 
their summer “School Tools” Drive during  
July. Please find those details elsewhere in 
this newsletter. This drive benefits several 
agencies that serve low-income families in St. 
Paul. Thank you for your generosity and    
involvement!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We intend to get back to assembling 

quilts for LWR again starting in the 

fall.  The timing of the gatherings will 

most likely change from the Wednes-

days of the past, but let us know if you 

are interested in helping so we can set 

up the right time to include all who 

would like to help! Call the office or 

Linda Sackreiter at 612-747-7783 
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Financial Snapshot for GLC-2021     

   May Actual     YTD Actual  YTD Budget 

General Fund  $20,354.46   $122,294.44 * $132,447.90 

Expenses  $23,905.15   $121,909.33  $142,909.60 

   ___________ ___________ ___________ 

Deficit/Overage       -$3,553.69   $    385.11  -$10,461.70 

      *YTD excludes Legacy Gift rec’d in January 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We lift our prayers to God in times of thanksgiving and times of need, in times of joy and 
times of sorrow. Today, we especially pray for Carol Sprau, and all those we name in our 
hearts. 

      

          
        Give QR

How to donate without an offering plate: 

There is always snail mail. The office is open to receive the mail and our bookkeeper will 
count what comes in each week and deposit it in the bank. Our address: 1730 Old    
Hudson Road, St. Paul, 55106. 

To donate electronically: You can schedule a transfer of funds with your own bank if they 
have bill pay available and it will come automatically on the date you choose. Otherwise, 
you can go to our website (www.gracelutheranstpaul.org) and click on the GIVE page. 
This site is secure for financial transactions through Vanco which is the Simply Giving 
program. At the GIVE page you can go through the steps as directed and give whatever 
amount you wish to several different categories (general, mortgage, etc.) This should  
now work on any browser. This does get to us electronically in a very timely manner. If 
you are comfortable using the QR, it will take you directly to the GIVE page on the    
website. Please call the office if you have any questions. Thank you. 
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1 Amelia Christie   23 Nancy Shaffer 

     Beverly Henderson   24 Evelyn Engh  

     Gavynn Smeby    Marguerite Harrington 

4 Renae Storbakken   25 Muriel Demko  

6 Camryn Alleman    Devlyn Voss 

7 Johann Hollar   26 Richard Moe  

     Randy Proulx    30 Lana Alleman 

9 Lois Erkkila     Katherine Pray 

    Altiana Ray-Taylor 

    Cory Wood 

11 Brian Adam 

13 Jennifer Smeby 

14 Kris Mohwinkel 

15 Chris Jurewitsch 

     Aria Wood 

     Josephine Meyer  

16 Roger Allmendinger 

    Gloria Soliem 

    Cary Wood 

17 Maxine Keller 

18 Violet Rose 

22 Donald Erkkila 



 

   

Date    Liturgist  

4    Connie Smeby 

11    Russ Carlson 

18    Jan Steingas 

25  Outdoor worship at Walton Park in Oakdale 

    1584 Hadley Ave. Oakdale 

 

Date  Ushers 

4  Brian Jackson - Lydia Rose & Jonathan Rose, Violet & Thomas Rose 

11  Norm Walby -  Randy Nikula, Jonathan Williams, Josh Williams     

18  Jeff Oberlander - Greg Mohwinkel, John Klein, Anne Oberlander, Peter Wickert 

25  Outdoor Worship with Eastside churches at Walton Park in Oakdale 

  ( if we need ushers - Peter Hultgren -  Densons, Rich Castle) 

 

 

Save the Date for our outdoor worship service at Walton Park in Oakdale. We will gather on 

Sunday, July 25, at 10 a.m. for a combined worship service with our Eastside partners at         

Arlington Hills, Hope, and Our Redeemer. Watch for more information in the bulletins and Grace 

at a Glance. There will also be another park worship the last Sunday in August at Lake Phalen 

with our partners. How joyous to worship together in God's beautiful surroundings!                        

Walton Park - 1584 Hadley Ave. Oakdale. Lake Phalen Pavilion - 1600 Phalen Dr.  St. Paul 

June In Touch with Grace 

Worship Leaders for July - Worship will be online and in the parking lot 

each week at 9:30 am and in-person in the Sanctuary on the 1st & 3rd 

Sundays at 10:30 am for July. Stay tuned for any changes going 

forward. The online services will continue to be posted to the Facebook 

page and our website. 
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Grace Lutheran Church  

1730 Old Hudson Road 

Saint Paul, MN 55106 

 

 

 

Phone:  651-774-9617 

FAX: 651-774-0006 

www.gracelutheranstpaul.org 

gracelutheranstpaul@gmail.com 

 Pastor: 

Rev. Karen Williams 

Custodial Staff: 

Larry and Linda Denson 

Office Staff: 

Linda Sackreiter 

Music Staff: 

Kathleen Hollar—Organist 

Russ Carlson—Sanctuary Choir 

Jan Steingas—Triple G’s 

Peter Zitzewitz—Bells of Grace 

Connie Smeby—Joyous Juniors 


